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Thunderbird is a proud member of 
the Glendale Union High School 
District 

The music is being cut, the costumes are being ordered, 
and the THS dancers rehearse daily for the upcoming 
Spring dance recital, “HYPE IT UP!” 

The April recital is our biggest performance and fundrais-
er for the Thunderbird dance department. We have a cast 
of more than 200 dancers that perform several numbers, 
adding up to more than thirty two dances in all.  While our 
performers entertain, our student technical and stage crew 
are responsible for keeping the show running smoothly 
with several backstage duties and more than 80 light cues 
and 65 sound cues. 

The show runs three nights on: April 20, 21 and 22. The 
curtain goes up at 7 pm. Pre-ticketed audience members are 
seated first between 6:15 pm and 6:30 pm. 

There is no assigned seating. Tickets may be purchased 
starting two weeks before the show in the THS bookstore, 
either before school, after school and during lunch. Tickets 
will also be sold at the door.  All tickets are $7.00 each.  Au-
dience members who decide to buy tickets at the door the 
night of the shows will be seated after 6:30 pm.

Please come see the dance recital and support all our won-
derful and talented THS dancers showcased in this perfor-
mance. You will be treated to dances of all levels and many 
styles. We hope to see you there.

Remember if you would like to be in THS dance and in 
our recital, ask your counselor to sign you up for beginning 

Michelle Condor
Dance Teacher

‘Hype it Up’ dance show set for late April

Graduation
May 24, 2017 at 4:30 p.m.
Grand Canyon University 
3300 W. Camelback Road

Phoenix 85017
Tax Credit

 The deadline for tax-credit do-
nations is April 15, 2017, to make 
a credit toward your 2016 taxes.

dance for Fall of 2017. If you have prior dance experience please contact Ms. Condor 
at Thunderbird High School for an audition. Auditions give her the opportunity to 
see you dance before Fall, and to determine if a you can be placed in a higher level 
dance class.

Prestigious jazz institute 
performs at Thunderbird

On Friday, February 10, the Thelonius 
Monk Jazz Institute from UCLA gave a 
presentation of jazz history at Thunderbird 
High School. The 7th period assembly traced 
the evolution of jazz through the decades. 
After the assembly, members of the Institute 
worked one-on-one with Thunderbird jazz 
band members.

On January 11, 
14 DECA students 
went to the District 
competition and 
competed against 
550 students. Thun-
derbird Students 
who were awarded  
medals:

Lucas Ware
Goran Dzudza

Ryan Lee
Dalton Baugh
Anna Wheeler

Kaleb Robertson

Special shout out to Ryan Lee who won 
2nd place in the Principles of Marketing 
Event!

DECA students awarded 
medals at district competition

Kris Hutson
Director of Bands

Tracy Robinson
DECA Advisor

We finished Raspberry week in coding.  This is 
where the students got into collaborative learning 
groups and built/programmed a project using a 
Raspberry Pi.  The Raspberry Pi is a credit card sized 
computer that can be programmed and customized 
into several different types of projects.  This is just a 
sample of what the students built. 

Coding students build project

Michael Sarlo
Coding Teacher
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Annual THS Reads event open to parents with ‘blast from the past’ titles

GUHSD Annual Parent Survey

Thunderbird Reads (THS Reads) is a yearly event that gets Chief students of all 
reading levels together to read and discuss books with their teachers and peers. This 
year we are going retro and reading a lot of older titles... it should be a blast from 
the past! 

The event takes place on campus on Tuesday April 25, from 6-7 and coincides with 
the art show in the media center that evening.  Culinary will graciously be catering 
with yummy appetizers and desserts to munch on after the book discussions. 

Participants will also have the opportunity to view our talented art students’ work 
on display in the media center.  There is also another special event offered: Thun-
derbird’s first Parent University, a unique opportunity where parents of incoming 
and current freshmen are invited to participate from 5:30 - 7:45 pm. Join us as we 
connect as a community and explore contemporary issues important to parents of 
teenagers. You will also have the chance to read and discuss the book “The Talent 
Code” by Danial Coyle. Dinner and child care is provided, ages 4-10. There are also 
breakout sessions in personal finance, mental health, path to college, parenting, CTE 
and more!  We hope to see you there - you won’t want to miss this opportunity!

Parents, please take a minute to fill out the annual parent survey, sent out each year to all GUHSD parents. Based on each of the following standards, 
please circle the option that you relate the most to. Once finished, please feel free to bring it back to the front office or mail it back to Thunderbird. Thank 
you for taking the time to fill out this survey. 

How satisfied are you with the following: 
1. Academic standards set by teachers   Very satisfied  Satisfied   Unsatisfied
2. Quality of instruction    Very satisfied  Satisfied   Unsatisfied
3. Leadership the administration provides  Very satisfied  Satisfied   Unsatisfied
4. Communication from the school   Very satisfied  Satisfied   Unsatisfied
5. Safety and security the school provides  Very satisfied  Satisfied   Unsatisfied
6. Extracurricular activities provided   Very satisfied  Satisfied   Unsatisfied
7. School overall     Very satisfied  Satisfied   Unsatisfied

Alex Fowler 
Media Center Director

Mr. Clements     The Other Wes Moore
Mrs. Hamel and    The Glass Castle
Mrs. Eckerson
Ms. Dellisanti   Harry Potter
Ms. Price   The Impossible Knife of  
     Memory
Mrs. Dahlk   Carrie 
Mrs. Schmidt    The Hunt for Red October
Ms. May   A Child Called It
Mr. Loughrie   The Gift of Imperfection
Mr. Schrock   Starship Troopers
Ms. Parker   1984
Ms. Puma   The Lovely Bones
Mr. Smith   The Hitchhikers Guide 
    to the Galaxy

Leigh DeVoto, ELL Teacher: You are invited to read, The Talent Code by Daniel Coyle and join in the discussion of the book on Thunderbird Reads night Tuesday, 
April 25.  The Talent Code explores how we can maximize our potential and that of our students.  Literacy Coach and teacher, Nadeen Boykin, and Title I Coordina-
tor and teacher, Leigh DeVoto, lead the discussion for the adults in the Thunderbird community.  The book talk will take place in room H207 at 6:30 p.m.  There 
are a few copies of the book available in the Thunderbird Media Center.  Contact Alex Fowler at 623.915.8934 to borrow a copy.

Donna West, English teacher: 
Thunderbird junior, Caitlin Hooker, 

won a Gold Key in the Young Authors 
of AZ Scholastic Writing Awards for her 
poem, “Noise:  Life’s Greatest Symphony.”

Thunderbird junior, Rachel Violette, 
won  a Silver Key in the Young Authors 
of AZ Scholastic Writing Awards for 
her memoir, “The Cicada.” Thunder-
bird senior, Seema Karoubi, won honor-
able mentions  in the Young Authors of 
AZ Scholastic Writing Awards for flash 
fiction,”The East Indian Beauty” and hu-
mor, “Medical Student Syndrome.” 

Teachers    Books

TBird 
TidBits

Lauren Kelly, School Psycholo-
gist: Thanks to a generous grant from 
the GPD Employees’ Foundation, stu-
dents in Mr. Ahern’s Sensory Integration 
Program (SIP) have been using iPads to 
enhance their academics and life skills. 

They have access to lots of cool apps 
that the students enjoy using. All of the 
apps are educational based, but as many 
are designed as games, students learn as 
they are having fun. The iPads also track 
student progress, providing Mr. Ahern 
with helpful information. 

Tracy Robinson, Marketing 
Teacher, DECA Advisor: 

The Thunderbird School Based Enter-
prise was just named Gold Re-certified 
by DECA.  Only 6 schools in the state 
of Arizona currently are ranked as Gold 
Certified or Re-Certified.  SBEs earning 
Gold-level Certification or Gold Re-cer-
tification are eligible to participate in the 
exclusive SBE Academy and competition, 
held at the International Career Devel-
opment Conference. To become DECA-
Certified, SBEs complete a written project 
detailing how their business adheres to 
select model business standards.  Dalton 
Baugh, Anna Wheeler and Kalyn Parsons 
completed the necessary project for re-
certification.

Congrats to the DECA (Marketing) 
program for having another golden year!!

Tricia Parker, 
ELL Teacher: 
Intermediate ELL stu-

dents are beginning to 
investigate argument 
writing, and recently, 
their Google Classroom 
assignment was to choose 
a NYTimes Student Opin-
ion topic, read the page, 
and submit a comment 
for publication (in perfect 
English, of course). 

Hussain Abdulkadhim 
always finishes his work 
first, and sometimes that’s 
a problem, but after com-
pleting this activity, he can 
now call himself a pub-
lished writer.

Comments are not au-
tomatically published, the 
Times vets them, so this 
is a “big” deal in the little 
ELL world! 



Need to know: Testing

Summer time offers stu-
dents a great way to make 

sure they’re on track for their 
post-secondary plans! Credit-
recovery summer school is of-
fered in a variety of ways should 
students need to catch up on 
credits in order to graduate on 
time.  Visit your counselor for 
options.

Enrichment-type summer 
programs are also avail-

COUNSELINGcorner

Jason Latham
Assistant Principal, Student Services 

able. See Ms. Kekic in the Career 
Center or visit the Career Center’s 
website for options: http://thun-
derbird.guhsdaz.org/academics/
CareerCenter 

Seniors, now is the time to se-
cure finances for your post-

secondary school plans!

Filling out the FAFSA online 
can help get you grants 

and loans at http://www.fafsa.
ed.gov/.

Scholarships are still available 
online through THS’ website 

at http://thunderbird.guhsdaz.
org/academics/CareerCenter and 
in the Career Center. Also, if you 
have already been awarded a 
scholarship, let Ms. Kekic in the 
Career Center know so you can 
be included in the Honors and 
Awards ceremony.  

Juniors, if you’re university-
bound, this spring is the time 

for you to take the SAT - ACT! 

ALL JUNIORS are taking the 
ACT on THS’ campus on April 

19 for FREE! You can use this test-
ing opportunity as your official 
scores for college applications.

Both tests are equally ac-
cepted as college en-

trance exams, so if you want 
help deciding on whether to 
take the SAT as well, stop by 
Counseling.

There are only a few test 
dates left for this year, so 

sign up ASAP. Visit each test’s 
website to sign up:  SAT= www.
sat.collegeboard.org/register 

ACT= www.actstudent.org 
if you want to retest over 

the summer

Questions? Comments? 
Concerns?  Call Counsel-

ing at 623-915-8915 with in-
quiries.

TESTING: APRIL 19
8 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
Freshmen: PE CRT

Sophomores: AIMS Science
Juniors: ACT Testing 

  (JUNIORS LEAVE CAMPUS 
AFTER TESTING)

NO CLASSES AFTER TESTING

TESTING: APRIL 5
8 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. 

AzMerit Math
 ALL STUDENTS ENROLLED 
IN ALGEBRA 1, GEOMETRY, 

ALGEBRA 2

NO CLASSES AFTER TESTING

MARCH 28
TESTING:  8 A.M. – 12 P.M. 

AzMERIT Writing: ALL STUDENTS 
ENROLLED IN ENGLISH 2, ENGLISH 4, 

ENGLISH 6
English 7-8 PBA: ALL SENIORS EXCEPT 

THOSE TESTING AZMERIT
     NO CLASSES AFTER TESTING

          
MARCH 29 

TESTING:  8 A.M. – 12 P.M.
AzMERIT Reading: SAME STUDENTS AS 

AZMERIT WRITING
English 7-8 PBA: ALL SENIORS EXCEPT 

THOSE TESTING AZMERIT
NO CLASSES AFTER TESTING

 Thunderbird High School is offering a preparation course to help your student 
reach his/her potential on the SAT and ACT.  The course helps students perform at their 
highest ability levels by acquainting them with how the test is specifically structured.  
Throughout the course, we will teach test-taking strategies specifically geared toward 
the SAT and ACT test as well as tricks embedded in its makeup.  While we encourage 
students to take the course for the particular test they are taking, if they have a conflict, 
they can take any of the three options.  As of this March 2017, the tests are very similar. 
We will discuss the differences between the ACT and SAT in any of the 3 options.

  The cost of the course is $75, which includes the lessons as well as prepara-
tion materials your student can take home with them for further practice.  The $75 is 
eligible for the extra-curricular tax credit, which is a dollar for dollar reduction of your 
Arizona state income tax liability.  There are 3 options for these 12 hour courses.

 
Option 1         ACT (All Juniors will be taking the ACT test on April 19)
Part 1:  Saturday, April 1, from 8 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (lunch on your own 11- noon)
Part 2:  Saturday, April 8, from 8 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (lunch on your own 11- noon)
 
Option 2         SAT (primarily for students taking the SAT in May)
Part 1:  Saturday, April 15, from 8 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (lunch on your own 11- noon)
Part 2:  Saturday, April 29, from 8 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (lunch on your own 11- noon)
 
Option 3         SAT (primarily for students taking the SAT in June)
Part 1:  Thursday, May 25, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. (the first day after finals)
Part 2:  Friday, May 26, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Part 3:  Tuesday, May 30, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
  The classes will be held in Room I216, in the Media Center, at Thunderbird 

High School. 
  The scores on the ACT or SAT serve 2 primary purposes:  (1) it may make a dif-

ference about whether your student gets into a certain university and (2) it can increase 
the amount of financial aid they receive from a school.  A recent graduate earned a full 
ride 4 year scholarship based upon his PSAT score after taking our similar PSAT class. 

  To register your student, (1) call or email Eric Casper (eric.casper@guhsdaz.
org) and (2) pay the Thunderbird High School bookstore.  The fee, which can be paid 
with cash or check, is payable to Thunderbird High School. The seats are filled on a first 
come, first served basis.  If you have any questions, please contact Eric Casper at (623) 
915-8900, ext. 7100.

ACT, SAT prep courses offered 
Eric Casper 
Math Teacher

Prom is Saturday, May 13th at 
7:30pm. Tickets will be sold for 
$35 from May 1st-5th, and for $40 
from May 8th-12th. Tickets are sold 
through the bookstore, during lunch, 
and only cash is accepted. 

Upcoming: Prom

Students in Mr. Jacobs’ Math Reasoning class con-
structed kites made from homemade materials such as 
wood dowels, straws, garbage bags, plastic table cloths, 
tape and glue. His class completed this project as it 
aligned with the standards on measuring 2D shapes 
using area and perimeter. Students calculated the area 
of material needed to cover their kite as well as the pe-
rimeter which was used to determine the amount of 
framing.
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Parent  newsletter

Thunderbird is a 
proud member of 
the Glendale Union 
High School 
District 

Students Recognized

ALC
Nov: Brianna Lehor
Dec: Candido Solis-
Cedillo
Jan: Ayana Aragon-
Gordon
 
CTE
Nov: Dalton Baugh
Dec: Jordan Long
Jan: Jacqueline Pop

Counseling 
Dec: Molly Boyle
Jan: Jewell Kane

ELL
Nov: Guadalupe Ramirez 
Segovia
Jan: Feras Saadullah

Foreign Language
Nov: Brandon Aguirre 
Alvidrez
Dec: Mara Fredenberg
Jan: Vanessa Castro

 Language Arts
Nov: Brynna Hood
Dec: Shayla Mujkanovic
Jan: Anthony Hoyes

Math
Nov: Sophia Yaghsezian
Dec: Shahana De La 
Mota
Jan: Jessica Zylstra

PE
Nov: Matthew Alden
Dec: Jack Starr
Jan:

Performing Arts
Nov: Nathanyal Co-
varrubio
Dec: David Ortiz Leon
Jan: Emily Valenzuela

ROTC
Nov: Amy Hosteen
Dec: Jesus Ozuna 
Corella
Jan: Austin Roberts

Science
Nov: Destiny Moore
Dec: Diana Jimenez
Jan: Vanessa Leonardo

rotary
DEC: Luz Granados Jarquin

JAN: Ruth Mavashev

 outstanding seniors
november

Male: Roscoe Gillum
Female: Ann Nicoloff

 
december

 Male: Andrew Hoiby 
Female: Sarah Bedor

January

Male: Ryan Lange
Female: Molly Boyle

Each month, teachers 
nominate students who 
showed exemplary behav-
ior and outstanding effort 
from each department. 
Here are the winning stu-
dents from September 
and October with the de-
partment that nominated 
them. Congratulations to 
all! 

Eric Smith 
Honors & Awards Chair

The following students 
were named to the dis-

trict honor jazz band:
Erik Struckmeyer

 1st trumpet 
Juliana Williams 

3rd trumpet 
Sophie Holder

 4th trumpet 
Sam Islambokov 

5th trumpet
AJ Billings 

1st trombone 
Rain Woodward 

2nd trombone 
Logan Steffenson 

3rd trombone 
Steven Strohmeyer 

4th trombone
Jae’ Lynn Willis 

2nd alto sax 
Stephen Graham 

1st tenor sax 
Sierra Ulloa 

2nd tenor sax 
Garrett Wright 

Bari sax
Sophie Alexander 

 Bass 
Joy Perez 

Drums 
Brendan Christensen 

 Guitar

Kris Hutson
Director of Bands
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French Club visits Sans Suoci 
restaurant to enjoy French 
cuisine, practice language

Social Studies
Nov: Mallory Olson
Dec: Jacqueline Pop
Jan: Madison 
Fowler


